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Abstract


 We want to introduce notions of peace, interfaith harmony, and conflict resolution to children, teachers and parents in the schools, and equip them with nonviolent methods of conflict resolution.  We want to promote negotiation and dialogue habits in the students.  Our methods include joint activities among Muslims with their various sects, Christians, and other religions.  We think the common forum of schools is a good place to start a movement which gathers people for inter-faith and peaceful community.

	Students at these schools do not have the option to learn the concepts of peace and conflict resolution using non-violent methods.  What they learn is to use the power to resolve all sorts of conflicts.  It is a mixed group of Muslim and Christian children from grass roots communities.  These children can easily become prey to the violent movements going on in the society.  The idea is to introduce Peace along with their other learning. 

At the beginning of the project there will be orientation meetings of the staff to establish plans of format and implementation for each school.  We will then meet with the school principles.  We want their cooperation and will give them full presentation in our planning. 

We will establish a data collection system to better understand the needs at each school.  An introductory form will be used to collect data from the students.  We will ask each student about his/her impressions and attitudes and about the proposed project. 

A Peace Committee of seven people will be formed to handle the overall project. There will be citizens from the targeted communities, school administrators, the Chairman and Vice Chairman of HDO.  At the beginning of the project there will be an orientation meeting with school staff.  They will be made aware of the format and the way we plan to implement it.  The school principles and a few of the teachers will be involved in the details of the project. 

There will be six animators to implement the activities in the schools in three cities. A Project Coordinator will keep a follow up to observe the progress and effectiveness of the activities.

For data collection and Impression HDO will use two types of forms,

1.   Introduction form

2.   Impression form 

The introductory form will be used to collect the data from the students. This form will contain information about the students’ biography.  The same form will also be used in all the schools.  The second form will be used to learn impressions of the students, his attitude toward the project, and his own interest will also be measured through the data he will provide.

In all the schools, HDO will conduct brainstorming sessions with students.  There they will be given handouts containing peace slogans, messages concerning peace, unity, love and solidarity and asked for their opinions on these things.  

Students will be taught about peace through audio-video, and peace clips in video will be shown to them. These video clips will have the documentaries about peace issues and the loss of lives for religious issues in past.

Poster competition will be another activity to help students brainstorm what they have in their minds about peace and peace concepts.  They will put those ideas on paper, which will guide them to know the deeper meaning of peace. 

Peace walks will help to show oneness with world peace. Peace walks in school will also bring them closer to each other, and will be able to create an environment of friendship.

There will be a follow up of each activity, where students will be asked what they learned about peace.  They will be given booklets of posters and other things they had made. They will be reminded of the things they have already learned from the peace classes.

Peace Conventions will be held in the three specific areas—Faisalabad, Chak Jhumra, and Gojra. There will be speech competitions, Peace Quiz and Peace walks. These peace conventions will help students to become friends, regardless of caste and religion.

Brainstorming Sessions/ Seminars:

Every week a session will be conducted in the class room.  A trained teacher will give a presentation on peace, interfaith harmony and conflict resolution.  The session will also be attended by teachers, who have little or no exposure to these concepts.  The class will include basic ideas of peace, interfaith harmony and conflict resolution, stories related to these concepts, roles of children in promoting these concepts, and methods of applying them in our daily lives.  Also included will be discussion on how children can unlearn the concepts of violence, intolerance and hatred.

Peace Symbols

Instead of playing with toys and games promoting violence, extremism and intolerance, students will gather the peace symbols in their daily lives. They will be encouraged to make workbooks having peace symbols. Students who develop the best books will be awarded prizes.  A teacher in school will assist students in collecting the symbols of peace. Once a week he/she will take thirty minutes to ask students to make peace symbols by them.  At the end of each month students will be rewarded for making the best symbols of the month.

Posters Competition & Essay writing 

Poster competition will be an activity to help students brainstorm what they have in their minds about peace and peace concepts. They will put those ideas on paper, which will guide them to know the deeper meaning of peace.

The high school students will make posters showing the concepts of peace in a more involved way than the younger ones do.  They will be given more freedom and may illustrate harmony and conflict resolution in the classrooms.  The poster making will be the central part of the activity. These posters will be displayed on the school board, and the best poster will be awarded a prize. 

They will also write essays examining the same themes. The students will be given topics on which to write 250 words. 

Theatre

Theatre is another effective way of conveying messages. The students will be presented a situation for them to act out on stage.  At the end of the performance, they will be asked to brainstorm the performance. This will help students to understand the message more precisely.

Tree Planting

We will organize a tree planting week for the Christian and Muslim students.  In a colony where Muslims and Christians live together, children will carry out an interfaith activity.  The children will clean the streets and plant flowers and small trees in the homes and on the streets.  The name of the colony selected for this purpose is Chaman Zar Colony.  The students will also try to involve the community in this activity. 

Conflict Resolution Table

We think a good way to involve the children in what they have learned is through a Conflict Resolution Table. Children will sit down and talk about their problems with resolution as the goal.  They will learn by experience the arts of negotiation and dialogue. The teacher will only facilitate this dialogue.  After resolving a conflict, the children will light a peace candle to declare that the conflict has been resolved.  A teacher will be trained to play the role of middleman whenever the process breaks down. 

Peace Walks

We will organize peace walks, where banners made by the children will be carried in public.  Peace walks will help to give them an understanding of oneness with world peace. These walks will also bring them closer to each other and create an environment of friendship.

There will be a follow-up of each project where students will be asked questions related to their learning about peace. This will be a time of evaluation both for themselves and their impact on society.  We want the Peace Building project to eventually pass to the children who will carry it onward without our help.

Peace Conventions

We are planning three Peace Conventions.  These will be in Faisalabad, Chak Jhumra, and Toba Tek Singh.  These conventions will be held in the schools of the specific area.  There will be speech competitions, a Peace Quiz and Peace Walks. These peace conventions will help students to become friends, regardless of caste and religion.

Joint Celebration    

As a token of harmony and love, the Christian and Muslim students and teachers will celebrate the religious events of both communities together. They will exchange gifts and will eat together. Four such programs will be held on Christmas, Eid–ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Azha and Easter.  These programs will help develop the understanding of the students and teachers from both religions. 

Grand Peace Walk:

We want to have a Grand Peace Walk involving all the schools in one big celebration.  There will be banners with peace slogans. This walk will travel through the popular areas of Faisalabad.
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