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Strand descriptions

1
PROMOTING GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

The development of curricula designed to encourage the promotion of citizenship traits is already well established in many school systems throughout the world. A range of views exists on what may define a good citizen arising, in part, from the differing national philosophies. In the context of promoting international mindedness, how will we expect such characteristics to change and how may the provision made, in both national and international schools and through national and international curricula, for their realisation be most appropriately organised?

2 
LEARNING TO UNDERSTAND CULTURES, RELIGIONS & SPIRITUALITY

What are the relationships between currently accepted definitions of culture, religion and spirituality in the global context of the promotion of education, within both formal and informal educational institutional settings, across a wide range of educational contexts and systems? What kinds of implications do issues arising from such perspectives have for the design, implementation and development of programmes of international education?

3
PROMOTING PARTNERSHIPS FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

An earlier conference (September 2002, Geneva) indicated the extensive number of  collaborations that are currently in existence between many agencies and organisations in the promotion of international education, including individual institutions and both national and global systems of education. It is hoped to extend our understanding of the nature of such partnerships, their styles and characteristics and particularly to explore those factors that appear to create highest impact in achieving their aims within the target context.
4 THE ROLE OF LANGUAGE IN DEVELOPING INTERNATIONAL-MINDEDNESS

The nature of the relationships that exist between language, culture and thinking is of significant and continuing interest. The focus of this strand is to investigate the role that language, viewed as part of this matrix, plays in the development of international mindedness in a range of formal and informal learning situations. What implications do the potential contributions that language can make to the development of international-mindedness have for future curricular design and current approaches to pedagogy?  

5 LEARNING TO PROMOTE PEACE AND TO RESOLVE CONFLICT

“Peace is not merely the absence of war but the presence of justice, of law, of order – in short, of government.”  (Albert Einstein)
Programmes designed to promote peace education and to deal with specific issues of conflict resolution through formal and informal curricular structures have existed as part of curricular provision in different parts of the world for a long time. What impact have the world events of the past few years made in the development of such initiatives? Are different value systems now involved? Are different educational strategies being proposed? Does the pedagogy shift in such circumstances? What kinds of challenges arise for the international curriculum designer? These, and other issues, will be explored.
6 EVALUATING INTERNATIONAL-MINDEDNESS

If the development of international mindedness is important we must be concerned with the processes of finding out how students are doing.  But this is a complex issue. We don’t yet have an agreed ‘good enough to go’ definition of international mindedness from which to start; we are unclear what processes get us there and we are not sure whether these processes are stepped or holistic.  The aim of this strand is to reduce the confusion about these issues through the exploration and discussion of practical attempts to evaluate international mindedness that are based on sound theoretical frameworks. In doing so, we will be looking to identify how the evaluation of international mindedness can help teachers help students learn more effectively as well as report on summative outcomes.  

7 LEARNING INTERNATIONALLY AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR PEDAGOGY AND CURRICULUM

The focus of this strand is on learning in international contexts and what this means for teaching and pedagogy. It will examine models for understanding learning internationally, teaching and pedagogic factors that enhance learning internationally, the influence of culture on knowledge and learning, future learning internationally, emerging types of knowledge and ways of thinking. Teaching that fosters creativity and innovation, self-management in learning, lifelong learning and links with vocational education for international/global work contexts are relevant issues. What these influences mean for effective teaching practice in areas such as catering for multiple ways of learning, student evaluation and assessment, and the use of information technology would be appropriate.
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